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UPEC Takes Action M

Summer 2004

This spring and summer has been a busy time for UPEC! Our board members have becn
working hard behind the scenes. reviewing cverything from dam salety reports to forest
management plans, (o requests for mini-grants from deserving K-12 teachers. Ilere arc
just a few of the activities our board has worked on over the spring and summer of 2004:

| UPEC collaborated with the Eagle Alliance to sponsor a public forum in the
Copper Country tegarding the potential impact of sulfide mining on the Yellow Dog,
Plains. About 70 local residents attended 1o hear presentations by Cyuthia Pryor (Yellow
Dog Watershed Proserve), Alex Mayer (MTU Hydrologist). Jon Saari (UPEC
President), and Dave Allen (UPEC Board Member). Eagle Alliance has sponsored
forams for residents in Marquette, Big Bay, L Anse, and Michigamme. as well as 4
landowner seminar in Negaunee Township. See p. 6 & 7 for more sulfide mining
information.

] UPEC has reviewed and responded to citizen concerns about the safety of the
White Pine Mine Dam, including its current construction and the Remediation Action
Plan. President Jon Saari has followed up with MDNR officials who are responsible for
monitoring the safety of this large dam complex a few miles from Lake Superior.

| UPEC Board Members Bill Malmsten and Jon Saari, along with local resident
Tom Church, applied for and won a grant from the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council to
conduct an cducational awareness campaign about the hazards of exotic aquatic species
in the Sylvamua Wildemess Area. See back cover of ‘newsletter, “UPEC Conducts Exolic

{Continued on page 3}

Keweenaw Point Advisory Commititee Nears

Deadline
By Suzanne Van Dam

various stakcholders from
motorized sportsmen to the

Ed Note: In our last The 6.275 acres were
newsletter, we cxplained originally bought from

U.P. Environment

that the Michigan DNR
had formed the
Keweenaw Point
Advisory Committee
(KPAC) to solicit 2 broad
spectrum of citizen
petrspectives on managing
the State’s recently
acquired land at the tip of
the Keweenaw Peminsula.

International Paper by
The Nature Conscrvancy,
Michigan Chapter, which
held the land in trust until
it coudd be purchased by
the State of Michipan.

The KPAC advisory is
comprised of over 15
groups represcnting

(Continued on page 3}
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About UPEC...

Z% Send a Letter to Your Legislators

The Upper Penin-
sula Environmental
Coalition has a 27-

protecting and
sceking to maintain
the unique environ-
mental qualities of
the U.P. through
public education
and watchful moni-
toring of industry and govermmnent. UPEC
seeks common ground with diverse indi-
vidnals and organizations, in order to pro-
mote sound planning and management
decisions for all the region’s natural re-
sources.

The Upper Peninsula Environment is
published four times per year. Contribu-
tions and correspondence should be sent
to: P.O. Box 673, Houghton, M1 49931
or c-mailed to:

svandam’@ chartermi.net,

‘Ei

year track rccord of

Mecet the Officers, Board & Staff!
President, Jon Saari: jsaani@nmu.edu

Vice President, Bill Malmsten:
winalmsleni@'chartermi. net

Secretary/Treasurer, Friederike Greuer:
Lillit@up. net

Newsletter Editor & Business Manager,
Suzanne Van Dany; svandami@chartermi.net

David Allen: dalleni@inmu.edu

Karen Bacula: KBacula@imapsnet.org
Connie Julien: cjulien7@direcway.com
Marcel Potvin: marcel potvindiiyahoo.ca
Karin Steffens: ksteffeni@inmu.edu
Doug Welker: d“elker@up.m.t

Jim Rivard: jernvard@up.net

Home Office: (906) 483-4729
E-mail: svandamZ@chartermi.net
Website: www.upenvironment.org

s

" Earth Share of Michi-
gan allows working
people to donate to en-
vironmental organiza-
tions through workplace
oiving campalighs.

Farth Share

OEMICHIGAN

Each year Earth Share provides UPEC
with crificallv-needed funding for envi-
rommental education, and program opera-
tion.

If you would like to help us earn more

Junding for UPEC, consider letiing vour

emplayver know you want the Earth Share
of Michigan giving opiion at your vwork-
place and give to the annual payroll de-
duction plan.

For more information, please call:
1 (800) 386-3326 or view the website al:
www.earthsharemichigan.org

Senator Carl Levin

U. 8. Senate 269 Russell Senate Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Phone: (202)224-6221

Fax: {202) 224-1388

senatorid)evin senate. gov

Senator Debbie Stabenow

U.S. Senate, 702 Hart Scnate Bldg.
Washinglon. DC 20510

Phone: (202) 224-4822

Fax: (202) 224-8834
senatorizstabenow.senate. gov

U.S. Congressman Bart Stupak
2348 Rayburn Office Bldg.
Washingion, D.C. 205153

Phone: (202) 2254735

Fax: (202) 2254744
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Stupaki@mail house. gov

Gov. Jenifer Granholm
Northern Michigan Office

1304 West Washington, Suite B
Marquette, Mi 49855

(906) 228-2850

State Senator Mike Prusi
State Capitol. P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909

(866) 305-2038 or

(517) 3737840

State Senator Jason Allen
State Capitol, P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909

(517) 373-2413

All State Representatives at:
State Capitol, P.O). Box 30014
Lansing. MT 48909

Rep. Scott Shackleton :(517) 373-2629
Rep. Tom Casperson: (517) 373-0156
Rep. Stephen Adamini: (517) 373-0498
Rep. Richard Brown: (838) 663-4031

Won'dering if your membership
is current? Your expiration

‘date is written on your mailing
label on the cover of thls
newsletter!

Ui.P. ENVIRONMENT




UPEC Takes Action

(Contmued from page 1)
Species Project in Sylvania Wilderness.”

Bl UPLC Board Member Fricderike
Creucr 1s representing UPTC and acting
as seorelary for the Keweenaw Point
Citizen’s Advisory Commutiee. KPAC
1s making recommendations 1o the DNR
regarding land use and management of
the 6.275 acres the State acquired.

M UPEC Board Members Doug
Welker, Jon Saan. and Dave Allen have

&
Welker participated in a panel discussion
organized by Michigan Tech for K-12
teachers regarding the role of citizen
input in the National/State forcst
planning process.

(5|

suggesting appropriate land-uses.
including wilderness, within this part of
the Oflawa National Forest. Seep. €
“frap [Hills Conservation Aliance

»

UPEC Board Member Doug

UUPEEC Board Members awarded

helped drafl a map of the Trap Hills area.  educational grants to three school

projects: Chuck Delpier from Negaunee
Middle School received $500 for his
“Tents “R™ Tls Environmental
Adventures Program; Nicole Filzetti
from Burt Township School in Grand
Marais received $500 for a peer-tutoring
day camp at the Clear Lake Education
Center: and Lynn Dunham and her
Student Teacher Gene Wicks from Sault
Area High School received $500 for a
waftcr quality sampling project.
projects lo be addressed in next
newslelter.

These

Keweenaw Point Advisory Committee

Y (Conanned from page 1)
Michigan Nature
Associalion. to Trout
Unbimited. Trrederieke
Greuer represents UPEC on
the commiltee. with Doug
Woelker acting as altemate.

According to Bill Deephouse. an active
member of the committee, the group has
stndied topo maps, hiked into specific
arcas 1o get a clear idea of the terrain, and
has had lengthy discussions about best
management practices. He said that 14 of
the original 15 members are still on
board, cven though members [requently
disagree about best uses for the land

- The DMNR has set un ambitious September - -

deadline. and has asked the commmtiee to
come up with broad recommendations for
the [ollowing eight priorities:

13 Road System—including the
opening, of new roads and the
closing, improvement, or re-rouling
ol existing roads

2) Motorized Usage—including
recommendations on wluch arcas arc

4)

th
—

6)

8)

sultable for ATV s, 4-wheelers. and
snowinobiles

Non-Motorized Usage—including
strategics on separating different
user groups so that silenl sporiers
can hike to places without being
disturbed by motors

Public Access—including trail
construction and the identification
of key areas which should be
accessible to the public. yvear round
or seasonally

Forest and Timber Management
including arcas earmarked lor

fimber sales.

Day Use Areas—including picic

arcas. scenic turn-outs. and restroom

tacilities

Camping Areas—including the
location, type. and size of new
campsilcs

Minimum Impact Zones—
including arcas to be surveved for
rare plants; developments such as

I"'niederike Greuer

campgrounds and roads should be
planned to livut impact on these
cecologically sensitive arcas.

l'or & listing of all the KPAC members
and their athiliations, and for a copy of the
minutes and public comments. please see
the excelient coverage provided by
Michele Anderson in her on-line
newspaper. Keweenaw Now at:

www. keweenawnow.com.

UPEC members and the peneral public
can still offer input by attending a KPAC
meeting held 1n the Allosez Comumunity
Building the first Tuesdavs of the month
or by contacting the UPEC
Representative:

Phone: 906-523-4429
E-matl : litlizzup.net.

All mectings are open
to the public and
n¢lude a public
comment period.

VISIT US ON THE WEB!

WWW.UPENVIRONMENT.ORG
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Trap Hills Conservation Alliance
Drafts New Management Proposal

The Trap Hills Conscrvation Alliance,
of which UPEC is a member, has
created a draft proposal to protect the
Trap Hills and surrounding area in
Ontonagon County.

The proposal mvolves Wildemess
Designation for ccologically-
significant regions, within a much
larger arca designated as a National
Recreation Arca (NRA)Y. Dotails of
the proposal will not be relcased until
it is closer to its final form.

Concurrently, plans are being made to
gain support for wildemess
designation from local groups and
local, state, and national political
leaders. Beginning this summer or
fall, the group expects to get involved
even more intensively with the
Ottawa National Forest's Forest Plan
Revision process.

Campaigns for wildemess or other
forms of land protection often last
many vears. This campaign is barcly

out of its infancy, but
encrgy levels are high and
veterans of previous
wildemess campaigns are
providing critically needed
guidance. It's a long, uphili battic and
volunteers are still needed!

Contact Doug Welker at dwelkeriaup.
net for mformation on how vou can
gt nvolved!

Local Activists Plan March at Proposed Sulfide Mine Site
Camp-out: Friday, August 13 & March Saturday, August 14

The Eagle

—  Alliance and
some local

L~ residents are
5 plannmg a

é march m
g

_ Opposition to
= sulfide mining

) on the Yellow

e Dog Plains for
=+ Saturdav the
14th of August
g on County Read
" AAA in Mar-

; quette County.
Marching and activitics will not take
place on private property without
permission.

The plan is to get as many people as
possible marching from the L'Anse
side and as many people as possible
from the Big Bay side to converge at
the proposed Eagle Mine site at the
Salmon Trout River. Those coming
from the [’ Anse area should plan on
meeting at Anderson’s Corer at 9:00
a.m. to walk the 4.4 miles to the site;
those from the Big Bay side will
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mecet at the top of Camp 6 Hill also
at 9:00 a.m. and ke 4.9 miles to the
site. March orgamzers estimate the
walk should take about two hours
from both starting points, and have
offered transportation back to the
start. People may drive all the way
to the proposed sulfide mining site or
walk only portions of it.

Baraga Coordinator:
Don Carlson:  (906) 353-7510

Directions fo Anderson’s Corner
from Baraga/l.’ Anse :

o S 41 to ] Anse - take ¢xit to
downtown L’Anse

¢ From downtown 1.’ Ansc head
east on Skanee Rd

e Approx 18 miles from 1. Anse -
Stop Sign

+ Tum right on Big Bay Road -
over Big Eric’s Bridge (Dirt
Read)

= Follow Big Bay Road (via Ford
Rd) to Anderson’s Comer on
Triple AAA, Approx. 10 miles.

Big Bay Coordinator:
Cynthia Pryvor: (906) 360-2414 or
(906) 345-9223

Directions to Camp 6 Hill from
Marquette/ Big Bay

County Road 350 to County
Road 510 - Dirt (one mile south
of Big Bay). Big Bay 1s 25 milcs
north of Marquette,

West on CR 510 three miles to
Triple AAA - Turn west

e Stay lett on AAA up the Camp 6
Hill - Approx five miles from
510

There will be signs from both cnds
startmg at Skance Road/Big Bay
Road and from CR 350/CR 510.
Activists also plan to camp on State
Land at the base of the big rock
whore the proposed entry of the mine
will be. Testivitics, ceremonics, and
public discussions will begin at noon
on Saturday. The event 1s open to the
public.
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Hydrology Study Needed: Environmentalists Petition for
Complete USGS Study in Yellow Dog

— According to Cynthia Pryor, was provided by the Great Lakes limited funding to enforce pollution
spokesperson for the Yellow Dog Aquatic TTabitat Network & Yund. standards once a
Watershed Preserve, Inc., the The study examined available project 1s m
Kennecott Corporation’s current information to documcnt the water aperation, many _
hydrology study of the Yellow Dog flows and water quality of the region,  cnvironmentalists g
Plains is too limited to provide and identified arcas where additional — wish to see this
adequate, independently verifiable information was needed. The study  therough study
information regarding the potential was led by Dr. Alex Mayer, a completed before sulfide mming
mmpacts of sulfide mining on the hydrologist at Michigan operation permits are issued, and
ground and surface waters of the Technological University. It cerfainly before sulfide mining
Yellow Dog Watershed and Lake concluded that the current hvdrologic  operations take place. The USGS (U.
Superior Basin. data on the watershed is extremely S. Geological Survey) is considered a

limited and 1s insufficient to assess neutral party and their data 1s

A group calling accepted by
itself “It is time for heightened awareness, time to take action regarding the planned most ¢Xperts in
“Concerned [sulfide mining] initiatives that Kennecott wishes to start in our community.” the field and m
Citizens of Big courts of law.

Bay, Michigan”
is circulating a petition to the State of  the impacts of future development in According to Pryor, “Kennecott has

Michigan and other units of the watersheds, such as the proposed  indicated that they are not interested
government requesting that a full Kennecott mine. The report, in participating in a USGS study. [
baseline Hydrology Study be completed in June 2004, has been have forwarded this proposal to the
performed by the United States passed on to the Michigan DEQ and  Deputy Director of the DEQ and now
Geological Survey (USGS) in the arca the USGS. we need the people of the state to

of the proposcd sulfide mine on the expross their will in this matter... it 1s
Yellow Dog Plains. The findings bolster the argument that time for heightened awareness, time

a thorough hydrologic study must be  to take action regarding the planned
The Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve  conducted before permits for sulfide [sulfide mining] nitiatives that

Inc. obtained funding last year to mining operation can be issued, if at  Kennecott wishes to start in our

perform a literature-based hydrologic  all. community.” Pryor ¢stimates that the

study of the Yellow Dog and Salmon- study will take five years to complete

Trout River watersheds. The funding  Knowing that Michigan has extremely and will cost approximately $1.5
million.

Concemned Citizens of Big Bay are
asking residents to sign and distribute
the petition to supporters, retuming
the petition by August 15" to: Yellow
Dog Office at P.O. Box 3, Big Bay,
MI 49808. Copies of the petition may
be downloaded from the Hagle
Alliance website:
www.vdeaglescry.com

Signature gatherers also are
encouraged to print out the talking
points about sulfide mining on the
Lagle Alliance website.
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Lessons From Lopez: UPEC’s Meeting & Presentation

By Suzanne Van Dam

Rather than hosting our
own speaker for this
year's aniual meeting,
UPLC decided to take
advantage of an cvent
sponsored by Fintandia
Unrversity, inviiing our

)

:

p—————— members 10 attend the
public lecture by Barry Lopez. lopezisa
naluralist, intcrnational traveler. and
award-winning author of rctic Dreams.
for which he won the National Book
Award.

On April 3rd, 2004 he addressed a
standing-room only crowd, speaking
about the “Wisdom of Local Knowledge,”
and reading the complete essay “The
American Geographics™ recently
reprintec in b intage Lopez. a collection of
essavs and fiction excerpts. A Lake
Linden high school teacher who
heard him speak commented.
“I'm as impressed with the man
as [am with his writing.”

So was [ As the [aculty member at
Finlundia responsible for arranging Barry
Lopez’s schedule. 1 had many
opportumties to see him imeract with
students. teachers and local residents. On
cach of these occasions, Loper spole
with aunthority. conviction and
compassion for the people struggling to
make a living and for those struggling to
find their place on the land. e pointed
oul the dangers of condensing nature into
pretly or exotic images that conveniently
fit our expectation of what nature ought to

be.

“As Americans,” he writes. “we profess a
sincere and fierce love lor the American
landscape, for our rolling prairies, {rce-
flowing rivers. and *purple mountains’
majesty’; but it is hard 1o imagine,
actually. where this particular tandscape
15, IUis nod just that a nostalgic landscape
has passed away ...in the attenuated form
i which it is presented on elevision
today, in magazine articles and in
calendar photographs. the essential
wildness of the American landscape is

reduced to attraclive scenery. We look
out on a familiar, memorized landscape
that portends adventure and promiscs
enrichment. There are no distracting
people in it and few artifacts of human
life. The animals are all beautiful,
diligent, one might cven say well
behaved. Nature's unruliness. the power
of rivers and skies to intimidate. and any
evidence of disastrous human Jand
management practices are all but
mvisible.”

The danger in this imaginary landscape is
that people hegin to view land as a
commodity with inlcrchangeable parts.
UPEC, along with many long-time U.P.
residents, have observed this unfortunate
patiern again and again. Wetlands
mitigation 1 Houghton is a prime
example. Local politicians and engincers

“Itis through the power of observation, the gifts of eye and ear.,
of tongue and nose and finger, that a pluce first rises in onr
wmeind; afterward it is memory that cavvies the place.”

for Wal-Mart argued that the destruction
of the old. forested wetlands behind the
Houghton Wal-Mart would be replaced
by a “construcied” wetlands. The last
“constructed”™ wetlands built for Wal-
Mart wus siinated on a stamp-sand inlet.
with a few cattals added for wetlands
toliage. And though the general public
may he convineed that the lost land has
been “replaced” acre for acre, anvone
who hiked that land or caught frogs there
as a child knows instinctively that what
was committed there was a loss. not a
deal.

Lopez argued that individuals who have
an intimate understanding of and
relationship to the land are our best
defense against political mantpulation,
environmental degradation, and spiritnal
estrangenwenl. This experlise “resides
with men and women more or less sworn
to 4 place, who abide there, whe have a
feel for the soil and history, for the turn of
lcaves and might sounds.” he says, UPEC
has a mumber of those individuals who
have made this place their home. and

whose concrete knowledge of the land has
led them (o lereely defend it. be it the
bogs and rivulets of the Yellow Dog
Plains, the silence of the Sylvania
Wilderness, or the craggy oufcroppings of
the Keweenaw.

Lopez takes heart m such ~geographical
geniuses.” and so shonld we, for we will
need leaders who can speak with the
authority of experience ag we face a
formidable struggle in the U.P. againsi
development pressurcs. aggressive sulfide
mining operations, unsustainable logging,
and fragmentation of our vast tracks of
[orest.

As Lopez points out, “it is through the
power of obscrvation. the gifls of eve and
ear, ol longue and nose and finger. that a
place first rises 1n our mind; afterward it
is memory that carries the place.
that allows it to grow in depth and
complexity.” Lopez’s conclusion.
both for himscll and lor those in
the andience that night, is to take
inan infimate knowledge of the fand.
learn the human and natural history. the
bogs where orchids bloom wild and the
thimbleherry patches where hears bed
down. H voudon't have the knowledge,
Loper suggests, borrow il from someone
who does. as there are many of these men
and women around who are willing to
share their wisdom. As Lopes says, “we
have held these two things dear.
landscape and memory. Fach infuses us
with a different kind of Jife. The onc
feeds us, figuratively and literally. The
other protects us from ties and tyranny.”
Lopez shed light. or 10 usc his word
“limned” the need for an intimate
experience of our own
geography. It is up (o us
to take the time to
achieve that mbimacy—
und (o remembetr,

Suzanne Van Dam is the
UPEC Business Manager and Newsletter
editor. She s also the coordinator of the
ACE Program at Iinlandia Universiiy
which sponsored Barry Lopez s visit,
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Yes! 1 Want to Help UPEC Make a Difference!

Name: $ The Land Fund is used to purchase or pro- - ="
1cet ecologically signficant areas of the U.P.

E-mail: 2t
Address: $$% The Education Fund helps teachers im-
City/State/Zip: plement cnvironmental education and outreach in K-12 school

districts throughout the U.P.

'would like to support the goals of UPEC by enclosing 1 con-  $$$The Endowment Fund helps ensure the long-term viability

tribution for: (Please check one) of UPEC. If you make your check out to the Marquette Com-
Regular Membership ($20) munity Foundation (MCF) and put UPEC FUND on the memo
Supporting Membership ($350) line, you can take a 30% tax credit on vour Michigan statc in-
Student/Low-Income ($15) come tax (up to $200 for individuals, $400 for couples). OR,
Other vou can make a contribution directly to UPEC. As a 501(c)3

nonprofit erganization, dues & contributions are tax deductible.
UPEC appreciates your generous and timely response!
I'm already a Member! Here 1s an additional contribution for: ¥
- ke Mail All Contributions To:

ease check one :

$ UPEC Land Acquisition/Protection IFund P OUPEC 67
$$ UPEC Environmental Education Fund. : : -0. Box 673
$$$ UPEC Lndowmeni Fund. Houghton, MI 49931

Northwoods Native Plant Society Field Trips

y Anyone interested in plants. learning about and conserving native Colleen Matula & Quita Sheehan

L ecology, or just getting out  plants and ccosystems in the western September 18: National Public Lands

in the woods is invited fo Upper Pemnsula of Michigan and northern ‘Work Day on the Ottawa; lan Shackleford
attend upcoming activitics ~ Wisconsin. You don’t need to know much Late September: male fern sile near

of the North Woods Native  about plants to attend: just come along and  Alston, Michigan: Doug Welker

Plant Society (NWNPS). learn from the experts! To get on the list to receive e-mails with

The NWNPS is a group of Upcoming NWNPS Activities: details on these trips. and to get figld trip

both professional and August 28: {tentative date pending announcements next year, e-mail Sherry
amateur botanists with an interest in scasonal variations) - wild rice & aquatics; Zoars at: thezoars@exeile.com.

Help Build The North Country Trail in the Porkies: August 15-21
By Doug Welker

N \f\* . Join us for a tmil building ouling fered free campsiics at Presque Isle there will be time off to explore some of
@f»i ’ and camping trip sponsored by Campgroomd at the west end of the the many natural features in this scenic
vl the North Country Trail Asso-  Porkies on Luke Superior, with a spec- part of Michigan. Doug Welker will coor-
cration (NCT) and Sierra Club  tacular view. dinatc the trail worlk for this project and
from August 15-21 in the Porcupine Volunteers can sign up for one or more has many years of cxperience 1n con-
Mountams Wilderness State Park. This  days or a whole week. Costs include $10  structing trail and building up the Peter
voar we will build a new trail in virgin plus $10 for food for cach day you sign ~ Wolfe Chapter in the westcrn U.P.

forest in the southern part of the park and  up. Locals may show up just for the day ~ For More Info, Contact:

install several short bridges. 1f there is at no charge and provide their own food.  Ann Arber: Ralph Powell

enough time and volunteers, we might but you will miss the excellent meals pre-  (734-971-9013) rpowellbwiemich.edu or
move east to the Trap Hills, where work  pared by Nelson Meade. Although there  Pelkie/U.P.: Doug Welker,

1s needed on the NCT. We have beenr of-  will be plenty of work to keep us busy, (906-338-2680) dwelker'@iup.net.

VOLUME 30ISSUE 3 Page 9



UPPER PENINSULR
ENVIRONMENTRL COMLITION

P.0. Box 673
Houghton, M| 49931

Phone: (906) 483-4729
Fax: (906) 483-4729
Email: svandam@chartermi.net
www. upenvironment.org

Protecting and maintaining the unigue
emvironmental qualities of the Upper Peninsiila of
Michigan by educating the public and acting as a

" watchdeg to industry and gove f ’

Return Service Requested

By Bill Malmsten

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. POSTMGE PRID
Permit No. 35
Houghton, M1 49931

An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure! This expression seems
cspecially true swhen it comes to dealing
with some unwanted guests - Aquatic
Nuisance Specics like Furasian
Watermilfoil, Zebra Mussels. Rusty
Crayfish and others. UPEC has been
awarded a grant from the Great Lakes
Aquatic Iabitat Network and I'und. a
project of the Tip of the Mitl Watershed
Council with funding made available by
the Office of the Great Lakes and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. The funding
will help UPEC conduct long-term ctiorts
1o help prevent the introduoction of
harmful, exotic, aquatic species into lakes
within the Sylvama Wilderness.

The Sylvania Wilderness, a spectacular
area with pristine forests and lakes, 1s
located in the Oitawa National Forest near
Watersmeet, Michigan. At 18,327 acres,
it is the largest federal wilderness in
Michigan. The goal of the UPEC
Sylvania Project s to help implement

Micligan’'s Aquatic Nuisance Species
State Management plan through
educational efforts with watercrall users.
The project will involve the production
and distribution of an informational
pamphlet, and direct educational contact
with boaters at the Sylvania cnirance
station by UPEC paid and volunteer
personal. A free boat wash Lacility will
be provided to help remove exolic species
contamination that could result in
introduction of cxotic species inio
Sylvania lakes. The free boat wash is
provided courtesy of Nerdines Store at
the intersection of Highways 2 and 45 in
Watersmect.

Furasian water mikfoil has been found
near the boat launch sife on Sylvania’s
Crooked Lake. the only lake in Sylvama
wherc mototboat use is still allowed.
Crooked Luke is a large meandering
connection of several small lakes that
extends from outside the wilderness to
deep within the center of Sylvania, UUPEC

continnes its
long-standing,
lcgal battle for
the removal of
non-electric
motors from
Crooked lLake.

The project is a
coordinated
effort between
local business owners, the US Forest
Service - Watcrsmeet District and

UPTC. A special thanks goes oul to oux
funding organivations, Dave Nordine of
Nordines Store, the staff at the
Watersmeel District of the Forest Service,
as well as 13ill Malmsten and Jon Saari of
UPEC. Tom Church, a resident living
near the Sylvania Wilderness. will be the
Project Coordinator.

To volunteer, please calt 906-358-4171.



State Police Monitor Towers’ Impact on Bird Populations

By Suzanne Van Dam

Last spring, UPEC expressed concern
about possible risks poscd to migratory
bitds from the State Police's construc-
tion of six 450-foot high commumnica-
tions towers in the Keweenaw Penin-
sula. Despite mounting cvidence that
communications towers posc a deadly
risk to birds, killing between 5-30 mil-
lion nationwide each vear, the State
Police through their contractlor, Mo- _
torola, did not conduct an cnviron- ;
mental impact assessment on any of the
181 towers constructed in the State of
Michigan from the late 1990s through
2001.

ies). Thesc dramatic single-cvening

t kill numbers have diminished, but the

' decline may not be cause for celebra-
ion. Bird populations and flock sizes
have declined significantly worldwide.
¢ With cell phone towers spreading faster
}2 than kudzu in Georgia, it could be that
* the death toll from towers is actually
increasing. With fewer large flocks of
migrating birds, and with many more
owers, it is likely that their deaths arc
2 simply distributed over a larger geo-

H

2 graphical arca.

i

‘Where do we (and
more importantly--
the birds) stand
today? We are
waiting for the FCC
to rule on our peti-
lion requesting that

. . These birds were collected from 6 different towers in the Keweenaw Feninsulu on 13 May, 2004 The
Tf)WCI hféh“" altract photo shows: vireos (red-eyed and blue-headed). spariows (swamp, white-crowned, savannah),
night-flying warblers (hay-breasted, ovenbird, chestmut-sided), a ruby-crowned kigles, nvo Swainson's thrushes,
passcrines and an American cool {ihe big one in the middle). Several other dead birds were collected thal day
{migrating birds). bust were unidentifiahle because scavengers had already goiten to them—scavengers can clear ol @
as the flocks circle field of bird carcasses in a matier of iours vear dewn; if they do so before an observer surveys the

- ste, bird kills can be seriousiy wnderveported. (Photo: Joe Kaplan)

investigate the

lights, birds crash into the wires that
support these towers and somelimes even
inlo the towers themselves, wlich arc
invisible ai night and during foggy
weather. The Keweenaw, becanse itis a
landmass pointing nosth, acts as s funnel.
concentrating birds on their trek
northwards. They stop at the peninsula to
feed and rest before flving over Lake
Superior to Canada and

bevond. Positioning towers along
important migratory [light paths like
those in the Keweenaw could prove
particularly damaging to bird populations.

UPTC, along with Copper Country Audu-
bon, helped provide “local standing” for
the National Witdlife Federation (NWT)
in 2001 as they sought a cease and desist
order against the state police. The NWIY
cluimed the State Police did not comply
with [ederal regulaiions requiring compli-
ance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA).

At the very least, NEPA requires un crvi-
ronmentu] assessment, and if warranied. a
more thorough environmental impact
study before issuing construclion permits
in environmentally sensitive areas. The

W
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Federal Communications Commission
(I'CC) agreed and issued a “cease and
desist order” but only affer all the towers
were erected; the FCC then rescinded the
order when the State agreed with the US
Fish and Wildlife Scrvice to conduct an
environmental study.

The State Police have now engaged in a
monitoring prograim statewide to deter-
mine what elfccts the towers are having
on migratery birds. Ornitholegist Joe
Kaplan is one of the local bird enthusiasis
who championed the canse persistently
encugh to get national attention focused
on the Keweenaw Towers. He has
walked the guy wires under several tow-
crs in the Keweenaw and has found as
many as 15 dead bixds on a single mom-
ing. Thal may not sound like a particu-
larly heavy blow to bird populations, but
as Kaplan points out, "If vou multiply 15
birds times tens of thousands of towers
pation-wide, that could indicate a signifi-
cant unpact each year."

In the past, naturalists have reported hun-
dreds, cven thousands of bird kills in a
single night (See www.towerkill com [or
more information and bird stud-

the Michigan towcrs

go through the EIS
process with the possibility of retro-fitting
particularly deadly towers to be free-
standing, rather than supported with
deadly guy-wires.

Theugh the FCC has no deadline for 1ssu-
ing a ruling. they continue to license new
towers. The FCC’s hesitation o enforce
environmental protection measures is par-
ticularly troublesome because current
tcchmology and construction methods ex-
ist that would mintmize the impact on
birds. Companics can construct self-
standing lowers without the deadly guy
wires, especially in known migratory bird
corridors such as the Keweenaw. And
they can nsc lighting systems less likely
1o attract and confuse the birds.

The technology cxists to protect the
thrushes, vireos and sparrows that grace
our woods cach spring; it 1s up Lo us to
ensure the political will 18 there too.

Information for this article was provided
by Joe Kaplan and Michelle Halley, an
aitorney for the National Wildlife Iedera-
fion.
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Mercury Emissions Standards:
Little Progress at State & Federal Level

il Rescarch Group in
I} Michigun (PIRGIM),
I has opposed the Bush
I Administration’s
R Dccember 30
. proposal regarding
A the monitoring and
=% control of mercury
eniissions from power
plants. PIRGIM's Kate Madigan argues,
“Not only is the proposal [ar too weak
and far too slow, the Bush administration
even hud the audacity to recommend that
Wwe stop calegorizing mercury as 4 toxic
substance. ... That change would allow
some power plants that cinit this
dangerous chemical off the hook
cutirchy.”

As UPLC has reported in previous issues
of the /P Environment. mercury is a
dangerous by-product of coal-fired power
plants and of great concern in the
proposed plant in Hannahville, which is
sitnated near Lake Michigan and other
fisherics. The mercury emitted from the
power plant smokestacks cventually falls
back to earth, contaminating lakces, rivers

and streams. Mercury bio-accumulares in
the food chain. meaning that it intensifies
in larger organisms such as fish.

Because young children and those still in
the early stages of gestation are still
developing their neurological systems,
they are particularly at-risk of suffering
scvere neurological damage from mercury
exposure, such as mental retardation and
developmental delays.

PIRGIM points out the EPA’s double
standard: on the one hand, government
environmental regulators “do almost
nothing” to decreasc the largest emitters
of mercury {power planls), yet on the
other hand, they issuc stern wamings to
avoid or limit eating fish because of
mercury contanunation.

According 1o PIRGIM, “In 2002, the EPA
1ssued 85 fish consumption advisories for
the 2,198 miles of Great Lakes coastline,
887.019 acres of Michigans inland lakes
and 508 miles of rivers.” Why the
double standard? PIRGIM argues that
power plant lobbyists have effectively
blocked o delayed legislation limiting

meicury emissions for more than 13
years. Now that mercury regulations are
finally being proposed, “powerful
industrics succeeded in securing a weak
proposal.”

Again according to PIRIGIM, “Two years
apgo the EPA’s own scientists said that
power plants could reduce mercury
pollution by 90 pereent using,
technologies that are currently on the
market, bul now the Whitc House wants
1o allow five to six times more mercury
than that. Children’s health must come
first—not polluters” bottom-lines.”

For more information: sce www.pirgim.
org and click on “Mercury-Tree
Michigan.” The sile contains current
legisiation related to reducing power
plant mercury cimssions.

PIRGIM also suggests contacting
Governor Granholm, who has pledged to
eliminate mercury pollution in our state.
You can register your concern to
Govemor Granholm by visiting:
http://pirg.org/alerts/route.asp?
1d=747&1d4=ES

Hannahville Power Plant Update

By Marcel Potvin

UPEC continues to monitor the progress
of a proposed industrial park including
four 250 megawalt coal-fired power
plants on lands of the Hannahville Indian
Commuuuty. In the two years since the
plans for the industrial park were an-
nounced, construction has not begun, nor

have any new developments been an-
nounced to the public.

The "Hannahville Times."u tribal newspa-
per, reported that the Tribal Council was

not "pushing as hard" for development of
the power plant. However, tribal chairper-

son Ken Mcshigaud
recently assured UPEC
that the faic of the
power plants will not
be decided until the
cconomic feasibility
studics are finished.

M Take Action on Tower Regulations

Take Action!
Contact the FCC m
Washinglon. Ask that
they do the right thing—
insist that companies
spend the cxtra money

on constructing sel-standing towers and
that they 1mplement the best available
knowledge about lighting, guy wires, and
posttioning away from migratory bird
cotrdors.

Contact:

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
Federal Commupications Coinmission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail: Michael Powell@ifee. gov
Phone: (202)418-1000
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